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MD  MSlIBEaS 


OF  THE 

DULVERTOH  RUR4L  DISTRICT  GOUITCIL. 


Chairman  Ez  Gentlemen > - 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Dulvert 
Rural  District  during  the  year  1944, 


iviy  headings  are  those  formulated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
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PCBIIC  H1S..1TH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

{a}  Part  - time  M.O.H, ; 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COITDITIONS  OF  TIT"  'TTA. 


-rea  in  ^.cres 78 j 159 

ropulation,1944(estimated) 4;751 

Inhabited  Houses,. 1,170 

Nmaber  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate 

Boohs 1; 

Number  of  Fenilies  or  Seperate  Occupier  a... 1,248 

Rateable  Value  (Reduced) ; £17,914 

Sun  Produced  by  Id,  Rate B 70 


Social  Conditions,-  Good,  The  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits;  they  appear  to  be 
exceptionally  healthy  in  consequencCc 


: XTR,-C 

TS  FROM  VITiJL 

3T.i.TI3TICS 

FOR  1944. 

( 

T0T..L 

M. 

F.) 

Live 

f Legitimate 

67 

35 

32)Birth  Rate 

12.4 

Births 

( Illegitimate 

2 

2 

- ) 

Rate  for  1,000 

Der.  ths 

53 

32 

21  total  Births 

57,7 

Gtill  : 

Births 

4 

3 

1 Death  Rate 

11,1 

Number 

of  Vomon  dying 

of  or  in 

) From  Sepsis 

NIL 

consequence  of  Childbirth  ) Other  Causes 

2 Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

^.11  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 28,8 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 


Births 29,6 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births,,.  NIL 

Deaths  from  Measles, NIL 

^ ” Y'hooping  Cough, NIL 

" Diarrhoea  (under  2 years), NIL 

(No  Unusual  Mortality), 


The  statistics  for  JUngland  and  Vales  were  — Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  Population: 

Births  - Live  Births, 17,6 

Still  Births... ,5 

Deaths 11,6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births 46 

(Under  the  age  of  one  year). 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  nor 
is  there  any  evidence  that  the  health  of  the  oomraunity  has  been 
adversely  affected  by  unemplo;^anent , 

G.^USLS  OF  DE..TH. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Cancer. 

C c r e br  a 1 Ha  erao  r r hag  e , , 
Heart  Disco.se , 

Bronchitis . 

Other  Causes,.,,. 


2 Other  Respiratory  Dosenee,. 

8 Pneumonia, 

4 Digestive  Disease,,,.,,,.,, 

14  Violence 

4 Organ! tal  Malformation, . . , , 

5 Suicide. 


UD  to  rM  tH  CvJ  iH 


GSlffiRa^L  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 

IN  THE  j.*REjij.  . 


1,  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  Nursing  is  provide*^  by  the  Somerset  District  Nursing  Essociatior 
There  is  no  co-ordination  with  the  Sanitary  Authority, 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases.  No .provis ion. 

S,  Midwives.  None  employed  or  subsidied  by  the  Local  ^i.uthority. 

Number  of  -Midwives  practising  in  the  irrea,6® 

3.  iiTrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  Pathological  and  Bac ter i ologic 

al  investigati  on  ,xj.nalysis  of  Food  Stuffs  , etc  ., are  made 
with  the  Somerset  Councy  Laboratories, 

4,  Hospitals,  There  are  no  Hospitals  of  any  description  within  the  ImeE 
Hospital  ji:lCc omadati on  for  Infectious  Diseases  - No  change, 

5,  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.  No  action  has  been  tahen  under  the 
Nursing  Home  /i.ct  of  1927. 

6.  Cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  investigated 
by  the  County  Euthority. 

7,  There  is  no  provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers , Home less  Children  or 
Illegitimate  Infants  in  the  Erea. 

8.  Institutional  Provision  for  the  Cure  of  Mental  Defectives.  None  in 
the  ^^rea. 


SiHJITxHlY  CmCNi'IST.lJCES  OF  THE  idlEE. 

1.  Mater  Supply, 

' (1).  To  date  nine  of  the  largest  villagus  have  main  supply. 

Samples  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  various  Parishes 
during  the  year, and  the  results  of  these  are  set  out  in  his  Report. 

2.  Drainage. 

Dulverton jBrushf ord  and  Exford  have  modern  v/orks. 

Minsford  will  be  sewered  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

3.  Rivers  and  S-tr earns  Pollution.  No  action  was  considered  necessary, 

4.  Closet  Eceomodation.  This, in  many  parts  of  the  ^area,is  still  very 
primitive  but  is  rapidly  being  improved, 

5.  Schools, 

(1) .  Kings br omp ton , Du Iver ton  and  Brushford  are  the  only  schools  having 
flush  lavatories.  Ex  ton , however , has  a piped  water  supply. 

There  is  still  room  for  a great  deal  of  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  to  the  remainder  and  the  matter  has  been  taken  up  with 
the  ^i-u thori ties  concerned, 

(2) ,  Public  Cleansing.  See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 

(3) ,  Sanitary  Inspestion  of  the  Erea,  See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 

(4) ,  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  No  action  has  been  required  up  to  th 

present. 


HOUSING. 

No  building  has  taken  place  during  the  past  year. 

2he  examination  of  Milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  at  the 
C oun  t^^'  Lab  or  at  or  y . 

Heat  and  Other  Foods,-  (See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report), 


1944 


I Hit  Y IKSPY  G T OR ' 3 REP  ORT . 


To  tho  Chairman  and  IRmbors  of  the  Piilverton  Rural  District  Council. 


lir , C ha  i r man  an  ci  Con  1 1 o mo  n , 

I bog  to  submit  m^'  report  for  the  P'^riod  from  the  I'ot'of-anuary  to  the 
31st .Dc-combor  f inclusive  ) ^19445  In  accordance  ivith  ^'^rtlclc  19  (IS)  cf 
tho  Sanitary  Officers  order,  19SSc> 

1.  Ot'ing  to  u^ar  conditions  many  additional  duties  have  had  to  be 
carried  out  but  this  has  not  in  any  may  prejudiced  the  Public  H. 


;n 


side  of  my  Council's  \^orh  as  in  common  with  many  other  Rural  Districts 


tho  hours  of  worh  had  to  be  long  and  c on  tin~ tTor. . 
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2.  RUIS.RICES 

Defective  Goss  PitSo=,»ieec 
Offensive  ^-ccuraulatione  o c « 

Fouled  Viiatc2?G  curses  o c.  t.  r. « = o 
Dirty  Premises ^ c o 
Bad  or  Sue  pec  ted  i/ator  Supply  oc 
Overcrowdings  <,»»«>  o , p c . 

Jnimals  kept  in  Ihflt  Places 
D^-fectivo  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Housing  Complaints 
Miscellaneous „ c « o 
Sewage  and  Drainage 
TOT  u.1Xj  ••••oo  000««09C>0 
Other  than  cowsh-^dso 

In  addition  to  those  men  tinned  under  Housing  Defects. 

315  visits  wfc’re  made  in  connection  with  those, and  all  were  remedied 
without  thu  necessity  of  issuing  Statutory  Notices » 

INSPECTION  .JTD  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

1 .1'loat ,-1.11  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  vUro  now  closed , slaughter ing 
being  doni^  in  thu  Central  I.bbattoir  at  liinchoad ,bu t regular  inspections 
are  made  of  meat  arriving  at  the  butchers  shops, 

2.  ^ ^ RECORD  C?  INSPECTIONS. 

't  i i^5  ^ U ^'ACvCO  9CdCC3.v<l'.0.(JO.......O....#0,OOO.S.O.OC^^ 

Oc cas i onal  S laug  .'.1  GG^  ing  c-  , r.  O . C o O , O ; . o o O 0 3 73 

i-IKJT  -[JITPIT  FOR  HUIl'JT  CONSTO'IPTIQi . 
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case 


Bovinas, 
Calves  c 
Pigs, 
Sheep, 
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Fore 
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Head 
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ir 


MTUv,  “ Details  cf  Inspections  for  the  past  year  are  set  out  as  1011''’=''^- 


C owshods  and  Dairy  vis  i ts  t ^ ^ 

attention  was  d r a r.n  t o t he  foil ow i n g i - 
Defective  Floors  r- 
Defective  Drainage 
Limewashing 
Dirty  Flocrso . . . . « c « 

Fouled  LDDi-oach  I’ard 
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TOT  lEuo  a»99tt!9»»a 

Water  su.ppllGs  to  most  of  the  cewshuds  C'^nstituto  a p.r oblcm, especially 
as  the  occupier  and  not  the  owner  is  responsible  for  impr ovomon ts. 
Until  the  Milk,  and  Dairying  Orders  arc  amended  to  malto  all  improvements 
in  this  connection  the  duty  of  the  Landlord  I am  afraid  the  progress 
will  be  Slow  in  this  and  other  work,  in  connection  with  cows  beds  jbut 
ot  the  same  time  e\a.ry  effort  is  being  mad.Gi  b;  my  Council  to  carry  out 
thofr  duties  under  the  Ret, 

There  are  two  Certified  T;"Te>  and  one  Accredited  Dairy  in  the  District 
and  the  standard  of  the  samples  obtained  from  them  have  been  very  high. 
Samples  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  from 
different  parts  of  the  District, and  all  were  reported  free  from  infect- 
ion. 


Adul-'';Cirt.-.o:n  «•  The.  Oour’.?;'.!.  a.Te  noil  a ioca?.  Authority  for  inforoing 
the  Food  ana  '.....dultorat ion  ^lOt)  1923i, 

Chemioal  and  3a :3t£ xialogiCcTl  FJxamination  of  Foods  a-re  suteitted  to 
the  Counn-y  Coo  no:  a Laboratory  at  Taunton^ 

PRFV.^JdELKrOE  ^LTL . ;:Q}ITRaiL._,OVSR  INFFiCTIOUB  AND  CTRL©  DISSLdS^S. 

'Lhooping  Gough  and  Measles  was  prevalent  during  the  year  and 
Pneumonia  has  always  showed  a high  figure.. 

During  1934  Dulverton  had  oases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
other  than  Tucy.roulos  is  . 

V ^cQir.at t c A number  of  vaocinations  were  carried  out  by  the  K«OcH* 
during  1944c 

NOTIFIABIF^  DISF;^SF  (OTIFFR  THaN  TUBFRCULOHIS ) 

Total  Cases  Notified  Cases  .^.dmitted  Deaths 

Sma.ll  Pox,  c o c c c , . c c o 0 - to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Feve.r , , , , , , , , 2 1 

Dipther-LOicooQOODaooao  .i-  U * 

Mea.sles  f,o!>ooc,,ot>,<,c  3 - - 

Puerperal  Pyrexlaoeoc.  - - 

'■'hooping  Coughs  r c 0 19  ••  •» 

Pneumonia, c c c c ,, 5 21  3 5 

Other  diseases  notifiable 

loyally, 

e*g«  Chicken  PoXc  c ^ ^ « 

Erysipelas  0 , 0 o o c r c c . " « « - 

Pneumoniae*’  If  the  causes  of  the  .above. 

Under  One  YeaCo , .o , cNil  oases 
'..'-.-o.  jO  2 cas  e s 

e c'l.A  ,■  * o **o»p&c,#«63*i'-jese0 

O . V ScAi-Ci;:/  vC  dcocooaB**^*.  a. c ,«•£•••,  4CaSGS 

d'C  ec^.r«  GO  '^ccoo,da«««»i>9f>.  o .1.,  4 cas^es 

20ybai5  to  55,  2''-ca.ses 

Sdyears  to  46.  , , . . , 3 eases 

46yea..rs  to  66,.,,. 3 cases 

Total  Cases  21  ' 

5 -.Five.)  :Dep,ths  occured, 

a'utrcERe 

Stemaoh  cand  Duodenal.  . ,2  cases 

Breasts  ,2  cases 

Du. — e^'.  3*. ve3cc*.....co»....t9.«o..*..4  oases 

TOTAL  8 cases 


3 (Eight ' Deaths  Occur edo 

(b)  Prevention  of  Blindness  .,■«  No  action  was  taken 
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. . . • ' . W A*'  •/*  ■ 
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TUE^RCULOGIS, 

Nev^  CaBet:;  ar d B/Iortality  durin/T;  1944, 

;e  Periods  _ Is  gw  Ga  s es  Dearths 

X^'Ulmorjr'..i;’''  Hor-’PuI-monary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmo_rmry 

Mr“  " P.  M,  P,  M. ^ 
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I 
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• S 

I 

' ^ 

I 

Upwards , 

5 


1 


0 ^ 


0 


0 


iblic  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations , 1925*«Ho  action 
ken, 

.blis  Hea.lth  Act, 1925  (Section  62}^  w Ho  action  taken. 


thanks  are  due  to  Mr ^H.A, Jevi/ell  for  his  assistance  in  compiling 
is  report, 

I iiavd  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant^ 

G130RGP;  HICHOLSOH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


■ - - ws 


2 *«ample3  taken  fo.»  u-raciea 

'■)  OfFiples?  b:u;:i--n  fo-? 

JliTllOGi'  0 J-  Oa'.j,  w t f.  p Q Cl  » c-  '■  -o  o Cl  f p.  0 c c o o c c o 0 ^ 

.ra'ber  of  Dii-it:;:'! bu'so.ro  o':;  '^he  '^^opiycer 
ividof  as  f old  o'^vfi' 

^ / Xrf  JL  e li  .V  b'^.  'nI  O.L'  e P i;.  P C O n ^ O .)  o'  C-  O , ? C O O O '.'  P C p P C 0 0 O 

b)  Dist  cibut  ort:=  '^>fb,o  ^^4,^  ■ o 2.ro  lo, 'cr  £ c ^ o oo  o dSB 


g/.mi  BUPPLYc. 

L oa  a su-^oeosion  of  Tsry  '3iy  -vvid  tiers  'water  supplies  have  been  b&^.ou 
^reragSjbut  oxoept  for  the  outlying  nottages  dependant  on  shallo'w 
3 groat  diffioulty  has  been  expex ier.oedo 

1.L  t/a'tex  generaily  in  this  clietriot  ie  very  &oft^'i/7ith  a r.H,  xalue  of 
bout  toChio  it  ie  noeesoary  v*:  .rsno'w  serTloe  pipes  frequentlj^  O'wing 
D excessive  eorrcsionoAll  maino  In  recent  years  have  been  laid  in  as- 
Bstos  which  eliminates  any  qaection  of  corxoeione 

LI  water  achcmee  under  the  control  of  the  Council  are  attenfed  to  at 


2aet  oneo  a weehc 

scheme  for  the  improvereenn  of  the  Tracer  Supply  to  the  Village  of  ^Ixf 
i in  course  of  preparation  by  my  Council cht  present  this  supply  is 
rivately  owned^but  noget iat ions  are  cenpieted  ■whereby  the  Truscees  will 
ind  o-ver  to  the  R,D.Cojli;  ie  hoped,  free  from  any  dsbtp 
imples  tahen  from  al^.  maiiiB  supplies  were  found  to  be  sat isf aororyo 
Losot  Accomcdaticno-  The  provisicn  of  improved  Sanicary  Oonvenien cos 
^ntinuee  to  be  enforced  through  the  inspections  carried  ouc  of  working 
Lae s pr  eper 1 1 os  „ 

"AVEj^G-IlTG  AlfD  Sa,Lih.Gui^-  The  Yalv.e  of  salvage  collected  over  che  past 
3ar  has  equalled  a three  penny  i-F.%e,, 

■ sposal  is  b3r  incineration  an  the  Dulverton  Works « All  tins  are  baled 
?•  a power  press  avid  the.ic  Is  a good  market  for  themo 

le  Refuse  Lorry  Is  not  kept  aol.ely  for  this  workjand  when  not  so  amploTe 
)ee  other  work  in  oenneotiov  with  this  Repartmento 

)U3IRGo  Owing  to  the  shor'bage  of  labour  and  material  very  little  jow- 
;ructional  wesft  has  been  possible  bet  eYQ'cj  effort  has  been  made  •i:o 

;ep  ordinary"  repairs  donoc  With  a large  inf  Iso.  of  Evcroc&as --it  - -war:!  

isary  to  use  cottages  which  had  already  been  jendenned  and  these  were 
) the  best  of  our  abili'ty  put  In-io  habitable  repairs  by  the  Oounoils 
)rkraenci 

-■e  Laws  Relating  to  Hous ;L.ng .Ttt o, 

lere  ie  new  a Town  Planning  Scheme  in  coursf^  of  preparation  for  the  Area 
TG  Ribbon  Dev 'AyperfeiH!'!  Aefc  Is  oentr  oiled  by  the  bounty  Ooun«l.lo 
:werage  Disposal  and  Drainage^. 

lin  works  are  installed  at  DuluertoYS^  Er'ushford  and  Sxford  and  it  is 
^ped  in  fccure  to  submit  schemes  for  Wlnsf ordi)Withypocl  ahd  Bromptor 

5Cl3  ^ 


IRhCTIOTJh  DIGRhGJjBc 

; the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  inquiries  into  all 
sported  oases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ■■^cre  at  once  carried  out?- 
Humber  of  Premises  Visltedc  s ^ ^ j,  o ^ » o n o a a o » a <>  o o o a o o bl 
Humber  of  Rooms  Di3lnfectedc.o^ol^oc-'Qcnoll,oooanoocoooXA 
tTROLEUM  ACTac 

-etrcleim  LicenceB  granted  Avring  the  vear o o a <1  q c o a o c o « <=  iv  e » , o a . a 


unount  aoliecbty  y\  fg 


0 b o 't  •“>  0 0 r> 


r^oncc^ooooo 
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:DIAf  Tioim.  DOR-  THS  YEAR , 
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a.OU'l;  ^i.;g  Ln  £ C'CC  ; 01^^;  t.  C a o o a o a Si  o o a o o a q v''  a a c CI  "3  a o o C O o o o a c o o o o 
b-OUi^'i  eg  Jt-  . .r. U ^ 0 ‘i.o  i3  i v.ine  o C o j o q o o o o ^ o c o o ''  C a a a a a c*  © c c c a O n a o a C 

Inspects  O'C  of’  Meat  and  3thsr  Roede 
Cowshedr  and  Dairios^<,>o 
Do. ctcrlcc  a}.:d  "'erkfeheps 
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GONCLUSICFo 


I desire  orioc  agaisi  to  exp^es^j  mj  thaiike  t-o  the  ChatL'ma, Counci  11  o 
and  Medical  Officer  for  their  oo;aEtderation  pjio.  support  given  me  during 
tha  past  year j alec  to  the  <01erk  arid  the  s'^aff  I'er  riheir  co^-cperation 
in  the  work  of  t;hi.2  P3p<Ja.?stmeritQ 

I ajUjGentijLeneyi  j 

Your  ohedieiit  ^-^ervant,. 

KOEACY 

Sanitary  llarveycr  & Incpector- 


Dulverton, 

Soiaerset^ 


January  (,  194  S‘ 


